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John 11:17-53| Jesus Is The Life

MOTIVATE
= Starter Question: How does our world view death? How do Christians view death?
Why do we view it this way?

DISCUSS

The Gospel of John is often considered the most evangelistic Gospel in the New Testament.
John explicitly declared this evangelistic nature of his Gospel toward the end of the book,
stating how Jesus did many other signs unmentioned in his writing, and that the signs
written were to help people believe Jesus is the Messiah and the Son of God that they might
have life (John 20:30-31). In John 11:17-53, the raising of Lazarus from the dead is the
final, climatic sign in John’s Gospel.

= How does the death of Lazarus still remind us of the reality of sin and the devastating
consequences of sin?

1. Jesus brings life from death.

John 11:17-27: 17 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the
tomb four days. 8 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off,*? and many of the Jews
had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning their brother. 2° So when Martha
heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but Mary remained seated in the
house.?* Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have

died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said
to her, "Your brother will rise again.”?# Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the
resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, %6 and everyone who lives and believes in

me shall never die. Do you believe this?”27 She said to him, "Yes, Lord] I believe that you are
the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”

Lazarus was the brother of Mary and Martha, two women from Bethany who loved and followed
Jesus. When Lazarus became sick, the sisters sent for Jesus, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is
ill.” Even though Jesus was only about a couple of miles away, He waited for two days before
traveling to Bethany because He planned to raise Lazarus from the dead to bring God glory and
to generate faith.

= Discuss this quote: On the whole, I think it is pretty manifest that Jesus Christ sought the
glory of God as his highest and last end.” — Jonathan Edwards !

As Jesus approached Bethany, Martha went out to meet him, while Mary remained seated in the
house. Martha’s move toward Jesus is inspiring and instructive. Even though she experienced
loss, Martha's faith can be seen in her first words to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my
brother would not have died.” Though she was grieving the loss of Lazarus, she knew that Jesus
had power and authority.



= What can we learn from Martha?
= What do you believe about Jesus when you are in difficult circumstances?

Martha believed Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God, but perhaps she was unclear about the
extent of His power. She continued, “But even now I know that whatever you ask from
God, God will give you.” Martha remained confident in Jesus, acknowledging His close
relationship with the Father and His ability to intercede. Martha grieved the loss of her brother,
but her faith and confidence in Jesus remained intact. Jesus offered hope to Martha in her grief:
“Your brother will rise again.” There are two ways these words could have been received by
Martha:

e Lazarus will rise again in the general resurrection on the last day.

e Lazarus will rise again in the present.

While Jesus had the latter sense in mind, Martha understood Jesus to be speaking in the former
sense. She responded, I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Her
statement is consistent with orthodox Jewish belief and reveals she knew of a future bodily
resurrection. Nevertheless, Martha misunderstood the point of Jesus’s statement. In this specific
instance, He was not speaking of the future resurrection; He was talking about an immediate
resurrection.

Jesus told Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he

die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe
this? This is one of seven “I AM” statements in the Gospel of John, designed to reveal Jesus as
the Son of God (see also John 6:35; 8:12; 10:7; 10:11; 14:6; 15:5).

“In the context of Jesus’s discussion with Martha, the occurrence of the ‘I am’ statement is
significant. Here Jesus claims for himself the authority over life and death given to him by the
Father (John 5:21-29). It is important to note that this resurrection and life are both coming and
not yet; as Jesus explained it, ‘An hour comes and now is when the dead will hear the voice of
the Son of God and those who hear will live’ (John 5:25). In this way, ‘belief’ in Jesus is faith
placed in the person of Jesus, so that Jesus is both the promise of the provision of God for the
future and the present reality of the provision of God.”!

= Do you believe this? Explain your answer.
= How does His future provision affect our present reality?

As the resurrection and the life, Jesus had the power to raise Lazarus from the dead
immediately. Yet Lazarus was not the only one who would benefit from Jesus’ identity as the
resurrection and the life. Jesus said every person who believes in Him will live, even if they die,
and every person who believes in Him will live and never die. The certainty of a bodily
resurrection in the future and the possession of eternal life in the present is available through
faith in Jesus alone.

Martha answered Jesus’ question with one of the strongest confessions of faith in the Bible,
“Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”
Martha affirmed:

e Jesus is the Messiah, the One to whom the Old Testament pointed.

e Jesus is the Son of God, acknowledging His deity.

e Jesus came into the world, highlighting His pre-existence and eternality.



= Based on Martha’s limited knowledge at this point, why is this such a strong confession of
faith?
= Why must you also believe each one of these declarations about Jesus?

Martha recognized Jesus as the divine Son of God who came to die and rise from the dead to
secure eternal life and bodily resurrection for all who believe. Martha, even in her time of
distress, was able to declare Jesus for who He is: the Messiah, the Son of God who has come
into the world. Amid sorrow, Martha clung to her faith in Jesus and remained convinced of His
power. Her faith should serve as a model for us. In the middle of pain and loss, we can cling to
Jesus in faith.

= Share something with which you are struggling today. Who do you believe Jesus to be in
the midst of your struggle?
= How can you cling to Jesus in difficult circumstances and situations?

2. Jesus brings glory from grief.

John 11:38-44: 38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a
stone lay against it. 3 Jesus said, "Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man,
said to him, "Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four days.”*° Jesus
safd to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?”4* So they
took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, "Father, I thank you that you have
heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing
around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said these things, he cried out
with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out.”** The man who had died came out, his hands and feet
bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, "Unbind him, and
let him go.”

In Jewish custom, many families had family tombs to bury their loved ones, usually carved
into a cave and sealed with a large stone. Burial would follow quickly after death, usually
including the wrapping of the body in linen cloths with spices to help hide the smells.

John recorded Jesus being affected by the death of Lazarus and the grief of his family and
friends. In verse 33, John wrote, "When Jesus saw her [Mary] weeping, and the Jews who had
come with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled.” Some
scholars think Jesus was angry about Lazarus’ death or angry at the display of grief, while
others believe Jesus was experiencing His own personal sorrow. Whatever the reason, John
wrote, “Jesus wept” in verse 35, and the crowds observed Jesus’ tears and exclaimed, “See how
he loved him!”

“Jesus witnessed their sorrow and was ‘deeply moved in spirit’ and ‘troubled.” Some have
suggested the general state of unbelief among the people angered Jesus, but this seems out of
place given His compassionate care for Martha, whose struggle was not so much with
incomplete faith as with incomplete knowledge. Unlike the selfish gods of mythology, the triune
God of the Bible empathizes with His creation. Furthermore, He is justifiably angry with the
cruelty of evil, which oppresses His beloved creation. Death is the ultimate affront to His
creative act; it tries to destroy what He intended to last forever.” 2



= Jesus was moved by the grief of Martha, Mary, and the crowd, which reveals His
sympathy and compassion. How does Jesus’ compassion move you?
= How can you display compassion and help others who are struggling with grief?

When Jesus arrived at the tomb, He was “deeply moved again.” The inner stirring and
movement in Jesus’ spirit likely highlights His eagerness to raise Lazarus from the dead, but this
should not be viewed in isolation from His love for Lazarus and His sympathy toward Martha and
Mary and the Jews who accompanied them in deep anguish. Indeed, one of the reasons Jesus
was eager to raise Lazarus was because He loved him and his sisters.

Jesus’ humanity is evident in this passage. John records Jesus experiencing common human
emotions: love and grief. Yet Jesus’ deity is also evident, as His human emotions led to divine
action. Jesus commanded those present to remove the stone so He could raise Lazarus from the
dead. Martha objected, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four
days.” Her objection reveals her love for her brother and her desire to honor him while revealing
her inability to grasp what would take place in the next few minutes. Jesus responded to
Martha’s objection by reminding her of their previous conversation, “Did I not tell you that if you
believed you would see the glory of God?”

= "If you believe you will see the glory of God.” Why should we remind ourselves of Jesus’
statement?

Before Lazarus died, Jesus told His disciples his sickness would not end in death. Instead, in
verse 4, Jesus declared that Lazarus’ sickness was “for the glory of God, so that the Son of God
may be glorified through it.” Jesus knew Lazarus’ sickness would ultimately result in resurrection
and life. When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, God was glorified and Jesus was shown to
be God’s Son, both of which accomplished the first purpose for which Lazarus was raised.

= With God in control, how can good came from the grief and sorrow?
= How does the eternal life we've been given in Jesus lead us to glorify God always,
even in sickness and death?

Twice in John 11, Jesus stated that the resurrection of Lazarus was intended to glorify God
(verse 4 and 40). All of the signs in the Gospel of John—including the resurrection of Lazarus—
prove that Jesus was sent by the Father, who is eternally glorious and possesses all power. The
Father who always accomplishes His will and continually displays His glory through His creation
and His Son. The unchanging glory and character of God is good news for Christians because
we know God will always keep His promises, He will always accomplish His purposes, and He
will never stop loving us.

= How should this truth affect your daily walk with God?

After the stone was removed, Jesus prayed to God the Father. Although He prayed to His
Father, Jesus’ prayer was intended to be heard by those present. Jesus was confident God
heard Him, but He prayed in the crowd’s hearing “that they may believe that you sent me.”
Jesus wanted the crowd to know God the Father always heard the Son'’s prayers, and He
wanted them to believe God the Father sent Him. The sign of Lazarus’ resurrection was
designed to produce faith.



= What is something about Jesus that produced faith in you?

After the prayer, John records the physical resurrection of Lazarus. In the broader narrative,
the actual resurrection of Lazarus is relatively short. Jesus shouted, “Lazarus, come out.”
Lazarus walked out of the grave in his graveclothes. Jesus said, “Unbind him, and let him
go.” The entire chapter builds up to verses 43-44, where Jesus demonstrates He is the
resurrection and the life. When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, He proved that He has
power over death, both physically and spiritually. Jesus can bring life from death and glory
from grief.

= The resurrection of Lazarus was intended to display God'’s glory and to inspire faith in the
hearts of those who witnessed it and read about it. What are some other ways God has
made His glory known?

Thankfully, Jesus did not let death have the last word. He raised Lazarus from the dead, turning
the grief of Mary and Martha into an exhibition of God’s glory—demonstrating that God the
Father sent Him and empowered Him to raise the dead to life. Jesus promises to transform our
grief into glory as well. We find comfort in the fact that those in Christ will one day be raised
and reunited with all believers in the presence of the Lord, together forever (1 Thessalonians
4:13-18). No matter what Christians go through, God is glorified when we are resolved to trust
Him and follow Him, regardless of the circumstances.

God, and thus Jesus, has always had the power to give life. The resurrection that Jesus
provides is real and true. Because Jesus had the power to resurrect Himself, He also has the
power to resurrect us in the last days. And we can have eternal life through Him. Our
resurrection is restorative and comes with glorified bodies that we may reign with Christ and
be in His presence forevermore.

= How does Lazarus’ resurrection give you another reason to believe that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Son of God.

3. Jesus brings salvation from rejection.
John 11:45-53: 4°> Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what
he did, believed in him, 46 but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus
had done. %47 So the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the council and said, "What are we
to do? For this man performs many signs. 48 If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe
in him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.”*° But one of
them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, "You know nothing at all. *° Nor
do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the people, not that the
whole nation should perish. ”51 He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that
year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, *2 and not for the nation only, but
also to gather into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 33 So from that day on
they made plans to put him to death.

The resurrection accomplished exactly what God designed it to accomplish: God was glorified,
and many Jews present believed in Jesus. However, the reaction to Jesus’s miracle was mixed.
Some of the Jews rejected Jesus and reported His miracle to the Pharisees.

= Why might someone reject Jesus as the resurrection and the life?



As a result, the chief priests and Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. This was a
counsel of 70 men, led by the high priest, somewhat similar to Moses and the 70 elders ruling
over the Israelites. They were responsible for local rule over Jews in the Roman province of
Judea. “Included in its responsibilities were the investigation of charges related to the
violations of the Mosaic Law and the assessment of claims made by people to be prophets or
the Messiah.” 4

The Sanhedrin needed to discuss further how to deal with this Jesus. They had been worried
about Jesus all along, and now they were hearing accounts of Him raising the dead. The “many
signs” performed by Jesus were irrefutable, so the religious leaders had the choice to either
believe or harden their hearts even more. They chose the latter and felt compelled to act. They
said, “If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and
take away both our place and our nation.” The Pharisees and religious leaders were worried
about Roman retribution should Jesus gain a large following, so they decided to kill Him before
that could happen. Little did they understand that Jesus would die, rather than the nation, so
that all who believe in Him might live eternally.

= Why is it ironic that the religious leaders plotted to kill the One who is the resurrection
and the life? Why would their efforts be pointless?

Caiaphas, the high priest, chastised the gathering of religious leaders, “You know nothing at all.”
This less-than-diplomatic response revealed his frustration with their thought process. Caiaphas
reasoned the death of Jesus would be beneficial for the Sanhedrin and Israel, since Jesus would
die rather than “the whole nation perish.” John clarified that Caiaphas did not say this on his
own but “prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation.” John discerned a deeper,
spiritual meaning in the words of Caiaphas than Caiaphas himself realized.

Jesus would die for the nation, but He would also die to unite the scattered children of God.
Jesus truly is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world by dying on the cross (John
1:29). The religious leaders clearly understood Caiaphas’ words as instructions to kill Jesus
because from that day on they plotted to kill Him.

Caiaphas unknowingly spoke about one of Scripture’s most important doctrines: substitution.
Caiaphas was not using sacrificial language in a Christian sense. His statement that it was better
that “one man should die for the people” reflected his own thoughts of a “better Him, than us”
mentality. Nevertheless, Christians can identify the unmistakable spiritual truth of the high
priest’s statement.

Jesus is the substitute for sinners. His substitution is similar to other examples of an effective
substitution in Scripture: We saw a ram slain in the place of Isaac. We saw the Passover lamb
slain in the place of the firstborn. And we see the same kind of substitute pictured in the book of
Leviticus—a point punctuated when the person lays his or her hand on the animal. In the same
way, Jesus provided an effective sacrifice for us by offering Himself to God as a substitute. >

Yet Jesus’ substitution is greater. He died for the sins of the world, and everyone who “believes
in him will not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). "The death of Jesus (the sacrificial
victim) would extend beyond the ethnic and geographical borders of Israel (the nation) and
unite into one group all the scattered children of God.” ¢ Jesus honored the divine law by His
personal obedience, and in His substitutionary death on the cross, He made provision for the



redemption of humanity from sin and guaranteed a future resurrection.

= How can you remind yourself of the consequences of sin and the need to look to
Christ regularly?

= When was the last time you paused to thank God the Father for sending His Son to be
your substitute? Do so now.

TRANSFORM

The resurrection of Lazarus is a vivid sign that Jesus is the Messiah who has power to raise the
dead. Jesus is the resurrection and the life—those who trust in Him will overcome death and live
forever. Because we have been given eternal life in Jesus, we glorify God always, even in
sickness and in death, trusting in His power to raise us from the dead. Jesus brought life from
death. Today, Christians anticipate a future resurrection and a glorious reunion in heaven
because Jesus brings life from death.

1. HEAD: Only Jesus can make alive those who are spiritually dead, and only He can raise
Christians from the dead to dwell in God’s presence forever. Apart from Him, there is only sin
and death. Yet through faith in Christ, there is resurrection and eternal life. Therefore, we affirm
the historical nature of biblical resurrections and anticipate the return of Christ, when the dead
will rise and God'’s people will enjoy Him forever.

= Why must we as Christians affirm the historical nature of the resurrection? (See 1
Corinthians 15, especially verses 12-19.)

2. HEART: Mary and Martha were overcome with grief when Lazarus died, but Jesus did not
rebuke them. Instead, He wept. The emotional language and the tears reveal Jesus’
compassionate heart. Christians can take comfort in the fact that God loves us faithfully, even in
our most difficult moments.

= When facing difficult circumstances, how can you continue to praise God and bring Him
glory?

3. HANDS: Mary and Martha both announced their confidence in Jesus even after Lazarus died.
They did not allow their present circumstances to shake their faith in Him. Their confidence was
based on the fact that Jesus is the resurrection and the life. Jesus raised Lazarus from the
grave, and then He Himself died and rose from the dead to give us spiritual life and to
guarantee our future resurrection from the dead. Because our sins are forgiven and our future is
secure, we can face whatever happens in life with confidence. We can glorify God by continually
trusting Him, loving Him, and obeying Him, even when tragedy strikes.

= With whom can you share this message of hope this week?
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