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Luke 5:17-26 | Jesus Over Sin

MOTIVATE
= Starter Question: How do you know Jesus is who He claimed to be?

DISCUSS

Luke 5:17-26 contains one of Jesus’ most incredible miracles: He revealed that He had the
power and authority of God, He forgave sins, He outwitted the scribes and Pharisees, He read
minds, He instantly healed a paralyzed man, and He blew the minds of the crowd in attendance.

Luke’s insight into certain Bible passages is invaluable. Earlier in Luke 5, there was a man in
advanced stages of leprosy. The man saw Jesus, fell facedown, and begged Him to cleanse him.
The leper’s statement of faith was profound, believing that if Jesus was willing, He could heal
him. What complete surrender. What amazing trust in the One who most certainly can cleanse.

= What are you hoping and praying that Jesus will miraculously do in your life, and have
you surrendered it to Him?

There are similarities between today’s passage and the one about the healing of the leper. In
both instances, the ailing person was healed immediately, the healing caused a stir, and Jesus
healed with power through speaking. But there were also differences. In one healing Jesus
touched the man; not so in the other. In one, He instructed the healed man to go make a
sacrifice at the temple; none was given in the other. By comparing the two passages side by
side, we see that Jesus was not only all-powerful over every disease and ailment but He had
total freedom in how He would heal.

In setting the stage for today’s session, consider what Luke records in the passages leading up
to it. At the beginning of Luke 4, Jesus was tempted in the wilderness for 40 days. Then, “in the
power of the Spirit,” He returned to His hometown, teaching in the synagogues where everyone
praised Him—that is, until He made a stand.

People in Nazareth liked their successful hometown boy. They liked Jesus who taught well, who
performed some miracles, and who was causing quite a stir for His amazing rabbi skills. But
when He was handed a scroll on the Sabbath day in His home church, the opinion changed.

Jesus wasn't looking for people to just like Him for His preaching or miracles; He wanted them
to know Him as King of kings. He didn't come to just teach or start a rebellion. He came as
Messiah, the promised Son of God, the Holy One of Israel. The Scripture Jesus read from Isaiah
61:1-2 prophesied about the Messiah, and He didn’t mince words when He said, * Today this
Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing” (Luke 4:21).

= Why is it important to connect Old Testament prophecies like Isaiah’s to Jesus? Can you
give an example of another prophecy connected to Him?

You can imagine the looks of consternation and the stifled chuckles. Who was this local boy



kidding? When He scolded them for their doubt, they were enraged and tried to kill Him. To
them, Jesus “the superstar” was okay, but Jesus the Messiah was too much. Jesus began His
ministry in His hometown but was run out of the synagogue with His seemingly blasphemous
teaching. Then He continued to perform miracles, casting out demons and healing the sick. But
for the religious elites, it was the last straw when He started forgiving sin.

1. Jesus brings forgiveness to the faithful.

Luke 5:17-20: 17 On one of those days, as he was teaching, Pharisees and teachers of the law
were sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem.
And the power of the Lord was with him to heal. 8 And behold, some men were bringing on a
bed a man who was paralyzed, and they were seeking to bring him in and lay him before

Jesus, 19 but finding no way to bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the roof
and let him down with his bed through the tiles into the midst before Jesus. 2° And when he saw
their faith, he said, "Man, your sins are forgiven you.”

The opening phrase of this narrative, *On one of those days,” is often translated, “And it came
to pass.” This wording points to a significant moment: a miracle, an appearance, a completion
of something, or even the first time something happens. On this particular day, Pharisees “had
come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem.” Jesus’ ministry had caused
quite a stir, so they came to observe Him and hear for themselves.

The word “Pharisee” comes from a verb that means “to separate.” The Pharisees highlighted
their own righteousness in public displays of good works, but Jesus often criticized them for a
lack of genuine compassion and obedience. The “teachers of the law” would have been the
professional scholars of that time.

= What were the Pharisees and teachers of the law hoping to discover about Jesus?
The phrase “the power of the Lord was with him to heal” in verse 17 seems to restate the
obvious. Jesus had already been healing, so why state it again here? Jesus didn’t heal every
time He taught. But on this day, He both taught and healed. This same phrase is used in Luke
8:46, when a woman afflicted with bleeding touched Jesus, and He said, I perceive that power
has gone out from me.” The potential power to heal flowed through Jesus to those in need.

Word of Jesus’ teaching and miracles had spread, not just to the religious elite but also to the
needy townspeople. Luke writes that there was a crowd. In Mark 2:2, Mark wrote that “so many
people gathered together that there was no more room, not even in the doorway.”

Jesus’ reputation as a powerful teacher and healer spread, and those who had faith were
willing to do whatever it took to see Him. "Some men”—a group of four based on Mark 2:3—
came “bringing on a bed a man who was paralyzed.” They knew what they wanted for him
healing. They sacrificially loved him enough to carry him to Jesus. Luke didn't record any
words from their mouths as they ripped open the roof and lowered him to Jesus. We can
imagine this unwieldy group, uncomfortably bearing all the weight of their paralyzed friend,
walking up to the crowded house with a plan: set him down before the healing teacher and
all would be well.

= When you think about your recent prayer requests, what might be the true need behind
them?



= How do you picture this scene in your mind?

In the first century, roofs were mostly flat, providing an additional living space for the
household. Because of that, there was typically an outdoor staircase that led up to the roof.
Roof beams, stretched from one end of the house to the other, would have clay tiles on top of
them, covered with another coating of clay to protect the house from rain.

The act of letting their friend down through the roof was an unusual demonstration of faith—
and it was noticed by Jesus. This included the faith both of the paralytic and his companions.
This was a visible faith in Jesus as One come from God who could heal. The faith of the men
was manifested by their removal of the tiles to lower the paralytic. !

= (Can you describe a time when you demonstrated visible faith in Jesus?

Jesus saw their faith and knew their request but realized something was more pressing than
walking. Jesus spoke to the paralytic, *“Man, your sins are forgiven.” Jesus said nothing about
the man’s legs or paralysis. He focused on the man’s soul. Jesus knew what the man truly
needed healing from—his spiritual condition and state.

= How do you define the word "sin?”
= Why do you need forgiveness of sin? How does the forgiveness of Jesus affect every
aspect of your life?

As a paralytic in that society, it was probable that the man or his family was accused of being
sinners because of his condition (see John 9:2). What the man needed most was to hear that he
was forgiven, that his sin didn’t count against him physically. And because of his friends’ faith,
Jesus did just that— forgive the man’s sins and tell him so.

= What is the significance of Jesus forgiving the man’s sin first before healing his paralysis?

= Discuss this quote: "See how Jesus thinks. Our main need is not physical healing. Better
to limp into heaven than run into hell! Paralysis is nothing compared to God'’s
punishment. Our main need is spiritual forgiveness. So Jesus forgives the man’s sin. ”?

2. Jesus brings healing to the needy.
Luke 5:21: And the scribes and the Pharisees began to question, saying, "Who is this who
speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

= How do you answer these two questions?

In Mark 4:41, the disciples asked one another, "Who then is this?” The expression pointed to
their awe and wonder at the power and majesty of Jesus. In Luke 5:21, the scribes and
Pharisees asked a question that seems similar in wording but was vastly different in meaning:
“Who is this?” They asked this when Jesus forgave the woman who anointed Him (Luke 7:49)
and when Jesus healed a man on the Sabbath (John 5:12). In all three instances, this wording
points to suspicion that Jesus is incorrectly claiming God’s authority because He is doing things
only God can do.

The scribes and Pharisees actually recognized the significance of Jesus’ statement and mentally
pegged Him as a blasphemer. Their question, “Who can forgive sins but God alone?” was
legitimate; the answer is “no one.” God set the standard for sin; God alone can forgive it. The



scribes and Pharisees doubted Jesus’ authority to forgive sins because they didn't want to
believe that He is God, despite the continual revealing of His power.

= How will the events of this day be part of what led the Pharisees to push for Jesus’
crucifixion?
= In what ways do people today challenge Jesus’ authority as God?

Luke 5:22-25: 22 |When Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answered them, "Why do you
question in your hearts? 22 Which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, 'Rise
and walk’? 24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive
sins"—he said to the man who was paralyzed—"I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go
home.” 23 And immediately he rose up before them and picked up what he had been lying on
and went home, glorifying God.

Jesus heard their thoughts as though they had spoken them aloud, and then He answered
them: “Why do you question in your hearts?” This carries the idea of bringing different reasons
together or deliberating. The scribes and Pharisees were mentally considering the words of
Jesus and holding them up to their own understanding. They were trying to come up with an
argument that best suited their thoughts without considering all the facts.

“The Pharisees and teachers of the law understand the implications of Jesus’ statement. They
know that only God can forgive sins, and so Jesus’ words to the paralyzed man essentially
amount to blasphemy. In their thinking, Jesus claimed to exercise a privilege that belongs to
God alone. In a sense, they are correct: God is the only one who can forgive sin. But if Jesus is
the divine Son of God in human flesh, then He does indeed have ‘authority on earth to forgive
sins.” When it comes to who He is, Jesus has, in effect, raised the stakes by closing down the
options. He is either God, or a blasphemer; either He is the author and bringer of truth, or He is
living and proclaiming a total lie. When the man stood up and went home, the truth was
inescapable: Jesus has the authority that only God has.”3

= What was the source of Jesus’ authority? (See Matthew 28:18)
= How does this authority give Him the right to forgive sins?

Jesus, speaking to the scribes and Pharisees, asked: “Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are
forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise and walk?” Neither forgiving sins nor healing the lame is easier for
a man; both are located only in the realm of God'’s prerogative. But forgiving another’s sin can't
necessarily be verified, and that’s precisely the focus of His questioning. No one knew for certain
that the man’s sins had been forgiven; to some, this could be the trick of a hustler or a
charlatan. But to prove Himself, Jesus did the impossible.

The next words from Jesus’ mouth are pointed: “But that you may know that the Son of Man
has authority on earth to forgive sins.” Jesus wanted the crowds to “know,” not just think or
guess, that He is God, the Son of Man, with the authority to do miracles, forgiving sin and
healing the lame. The word translated “know” is the verb e/do in the Greek, which points to
seeing with the eyes or the senses, to discern, to turn the mind, or to inspect something.
Though the religious leaders watched (eido) the paralytic get up and walk, they still didn’t
believe that Jesus was who He claimed.



= What have you seen Jesus do that causes you to further believe His claims?

Jesus gave instructions to the man: "I say to you, rise, pick up your bed and go home.” When
God commands, you obey. Immediately the man got up and did what He was told. Jesus is just
as much Lord over tendons, ligaments, and muscles as He is over wind, rain, and waves. And
the proper response, of course, is to glorify God—for His power, His authority, His faithfulness,
and His goodness. Only Luke mentions the man leaving, praising the Lord. Luke was intent on
making sure we know that, unlike the response of the scribes and Pharisees, when confronted
with Jesus’ works, praise and glory is due.

= How can knowing Jesus cares about all your needs (spiritual, physical, emotional, and
mental) help you in your spiritual growth? How does this cause you to praise Him?

3. Jesus brings glory to the Father.
Luke 5:26: And amazement seized them all, and they glorified God and were filled with awe,
saying, "We have seen extraordinary things today.”

In the previous verse, the formerly paralyzed man, having been healed, went home glorifying
God. Yet he wasn't the only one. Jesus revealed to the crowd that He certainly is God by healing
the man’s spiritual and physical needs. Upon seeing the power of Jesus displayed, the entire
crowd was amazed and glorified God. The Greek word translated “astounded” used in some
translations can mean the state of one who, either owing to the importance or the novelty of an
event, is thrown into a state of blended fear and wonderment.” 4 The crowd gave glory to God
because they saw His power revealed in Jesus. We too should give God glory when we witness
His power.

= When was the last time you glorified God because of a sense of fear and wonder from
something He had done?

They weren't excited only for the healing, though it was wondrous and thrilling. But the large
Jewish crowd would have immediately considered also the impact of what they had seen: either
this was the greatest show on earth, or this truly was the Son of God. They were astounded and
they were giving glory to God. Their statement, “We have seen extraordinary things today,”
uses the Greek word paradoxos, which can mean unexpected, uncommon, incredible,
wonderful, unthinkable, or unimaginable.

Many were amazed and in awe like crowds sometimes are. They couldn’t believe their eyes.
Maybe they were amazed at Jesus claiming to forgive sin. Maybe they were amazed Jesus spoke
harshly to the Pharisees and knew their thoughts. Maybe they were amazed that Jesus could
make a paralyzed man walk. In any case, any encounter with Jesus should surely cause
amazement. But Jesus isn’t looking for mere amazement. He is looking for true faith. Faith that
acts. Faith that brings a friend through a rooftop. Faith that stands up and walks and glorifies
God.

= 1It’s not enough to see God'’s power and find it incredible; we must respond in faith to
Jesus. How can you respond to Spirit-filled moments so that you are not just merely
awed but transformed?

TRANSFORM



Jesus’ claim to have the authority to forgive sins was supported by His miraculous healings.
Jesus would later suffer and die to provide forgiveness of sin and would miraculously be raised
from the dead on the third day. Jesus alone is able to go beyond physical healing and forgive
sins as well. Because we have experienced the great miracle of our salvation through Jesus, we
seek to glorify God and make much of Him in all that we do.

1. HEAD: The man was paralyzed, and his friends displayed their compassion for his need. But
Jesus saw through the physical hindrance, straight to the heart. Before He even addressed the
paralytic’s physical need, He forgave the man’s sins. He does the same with us: He knows the
depths of our heart, and He has an eternal grasp of our deepest eternal needs. We come to Him
with prayers for our relationships, physical pain, or terrible job, but He draws us to our deeper
need: learning to better yield to Him, listening to His Spirit, or thanking Him regularly.

= What makes you trust that Jesus knows the most pressing need for your life today?

2. HEART: Immediately upon being healed, the former paralytic went home glorifying God. All
the people saw this, and then they gave glory to God as well. Glorifying God means we point
others to Him. Here are some prompts for communicating such glory: “I can't wait to tell you
what God did in my life yesterday.” “You'll never believe what I learned from the Bible
yesterday.” "I was changed forever when God . . . .” Walking in dependence on God leads
directly to glorifying Him.

= How will you glorify God this week?

3. HANDS: It was the compassion of the four friends that began this notable miracle. Without
their willingness to help, show love, and literally carry a brother to the feet of Jesus, the
paralytic would never have found healing. We have a similar responsibility to people in our own
lives. We are called to be compassionate, to help, to drive, to invite, to call, to send a card, to
smile, and more.

= To whom is God directing you to be helpful and to serve this week?
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