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John 2:13-22; 1 Corinthians 5:6-8; Hebrews 10:1-10|

Jesus Is Our Sacrifice
MOTIVATE
= Starter Question. What is the biggest promise you've ever made, and what makes
keeping that promise difficult at times?

DISCUSS

It's hard to imagine the faithfulness of God because we struggle to keep our promises. While
our promises may last a few decades at the most, God'’s redemptive story started in the garden
of Eden, and God began a process that would come to fruition when Jesus was born in
Bethlehem as the promised answer to God's eternal plan.

John 2:13-22; 1 Corinthians 5:6-8; Hebrews 10:1-10 present three major images the Bible’s
authors used to describe Jesus. The descriptions point forward to the way His life would lead to
His sacrificial death. These descriptions also point back to the Old Testament as many of the
images that foreshadowed Jesus’ death were woven into the story of God from long ago.

= Besides the temple and the sacrificial system, what are some other biblical images or
characters that foreshadowed Jesus’ sacrifice?

1. Jesus came to be the greater temple.

John 2:13-16: 23 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 4 In
the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-
changers sitting there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with
the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their
tables. 16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, "Take these things away; do not make my
Father's house a house of trade.”

The journey to Jerusalem at Passover was common for Jesus’ family. Even from an early age,
Mary and Joseph took Jesus there to honor the Jewish holy day, which commemorated the time
when the angel of death passed over the Israelites’ homes in Egypt that were marked by the
blood of a sacrificial lamb. But now Jesus as a grown man, publicly identified as the Lamb of
God, entered the city where He would one day lay down His life to spare His people from death.
For now, however, Jesus entered to fulfill the law and worship God as prescribed.

= Why is important for us to remember Jesus’ Jewishness?

The Passover along with the temple and its perpetual sacrifices revealed God’s desire to be with
His people and the way they could be made right with Him. These signs pointed to the greater
way that God would restore people to Himself through Jesus.
= If Jesus is God’s "greater way,” then what was the purpose of the temple and the
sacrificial system?



What Jesus saw in the temple was infuriating to Him. It wasn't necessarily odd that people
would be selling oxen, sheep, and pigeons since many of those who came to worship traveled
long distances and would not have brought their sacrifices with them. They would simply wait
and buy the animal when they arrived. What was appalling to Jesus seems to be two things.

First, the money changers preyed on the needy. Money changers were those in the business of
selling or changing currency from foreign money to the correct currency needed. During
festivals, Jews from other countries would need to change their money to what was acceptable
for Jerusalem and for the temple. The money changers charged unfair rates to exchange
currency to buy sacrifices, thus robbing the people. When worshipers needed to make these
purchases, some merchants took advantage and marked up the prices.

Second, it seems Jesus was concerned that all of this was happening in the temple. The location
was wrong, especially since Jesus explicitly condemned them for turning His Father’s house into
a marketplace. This site was meant for worship. The buying and selling and trading had
apparently taken over the temple, such that the temple’s real purpose was hidden behind the
marketplace of buying and selling.

= How are you tempted to use God for your selfish desires?

Jesus responded by driving out those engaging in this behavior. The passion of Jesus in this
moment is striking. He fashioned a whip and then drove out the money changers and
overturned the marketplace. His motive was clear—He was zealous for His Father’s house, and
that house was to be used to worship His Father.

= How can we demonstrate that we are zealous for the worship of God?

John 2:17-22: 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for your house will
consume me.” 18 So the Jews said to him, "What sign do you show us for doing these

things?” 19 Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it

up.”29 The Jews then said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it
up in three days?” 2% But he was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the
Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

After Jesus’ actions in the temple, the narrative shifts to the perspective of those watching.
Jesus’ disciples seem to have had some glimmer of understanding, recalling Psalm 69:9, about
being zealous for God’s house. Others, however, asked for a sign. This contrast between those
who believed and those who did not will continue throughout the Gospel accounts, with those
who do not believe often asking for a sign.

= Why do some people demand a sign before they will believe?
= What does it take for you to believe?

Jesus answered them, but not directly. He equated Himself with the temple. He knew that those
who asked for a sign would soon ask to take His life. So He told them to destroy the temple and
He would raise it up in three days. At this point, no one understood all that Jesus was saying.
John was writing years after Jesus’ life, death, and Resurrection, so hints like this are woven



throughout the gospel story to show that Jesus was already pointing forward to His death from
the beginning of His ministry.

= What are some other examples of Jesus pointing forward to His death?

The Jews who heard Jesus make this claim were indignant: “"How can this be?” they asked. "It
has taken us forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it in three days?” Of course,
the God who created all things can do anything He wants according to His holy will, but Jesus
wasn't speaking of the physical temple. He was speaking of His body, an even more astounding
feat of restoration. Jesus would, in fact, fulfill the temple’s purpose through His death and
Resurrection. He would offer Himself for sin, once and for all, so that all of His people could
worship God forever, not in a temple made with human hands but through the person of Jesus
Christ.

= Jesus came to be greater than the temple and to fulfill its true purpose. How is the
temple of Jesus’ body better than the temple building?

Jesus’ disciples were given unique insight into who He is and what He came to do. Yet it would
take time for the truth of these claims to make sense. After all, the reality of Jesus’ mission was
hard to fathom, even for those who were looking for the Messiah. Years later, they would be
able to look back and see how God's faithfulness was on display through Jesus’ promises and
His faithful fulfillment of the work God had given Him. It's as if they had spiritual light bulbs
come on that clued them in to the reality to which Jesus had been pointing all along.

Over time, we want to become the kind of people who hear God and believe His promises
quickly. Every time we sit down and read our Bibles, God is speaking to us and He has truth that
He wants us to understand and apply. We have the benefit of seeing the fullness of Jesus’ work
through His death and Resurrection, so our perspective is clearer than that of the first disciples.
We should seek to understand now rather than wait until later.

= What truth is God trying to communicate to you right now?

2. Jesus came to be the greater Passover lamb.

1 Corinthians 5:6-8: 6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens
the whole lump? 7 Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are
unleavened. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 8 Let us therefore celebrate the
festival, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, but with the unleavened bread of
sincerity and truth.

Paul was addressing sexual sin in the church in this particular part of his letter. There was sin
among the Corinthian church members that had gone unaddressed by the church. Rather than
acting to halt the sinful actions in their midst, they seemed to be going along like it wasn’t even
happening. The contrast is evident between this passage and the one in John 2. There, Jesus
was angry that money changers were making a mockery of the temple and no one was doing
anything to address the sin. Here, Paul was concerned that sexual sin was making a mockery of
the church and no one was doing anything to address it.

= As the church, because of Jesus’ saving work and sacrifice, we are to pursue holiness, not
letting sin continue to take hold. How should the church treat sin and sinful people?



Paul accused the Corinthian believers of “boasting,” as unrepentant sin makes a mockery of
God’s name. Like Israel of old, the church should expect God'’s discipline when there is blatant
disregard for His name. If God’s people go on sinning without fear of judgment, then we are
boasting to God that we can get away with sin without repercussion.

= Have you ever "boasted” to God in such a manner? What was the result?

Paul used the image of leaven to illustrate that just a little can spread throughout the dough and
make it rise. So also, a little sin can make its way through the church and spoil it. The church of
Jesus is pure, without the leaven of sin, by virtue of the righteousness that believers have been
given by God through Jesus. So we must clean out the old leaven of sin so that we function as
the holy people God saved us to be.

= What sin in your life needs to be cleaned out so you can function as the holy person God
saved you to be? How do you actively seek to remove sin from your life?

Having made the point that Christians should actively seek to remove sin from the midst of their
lives, both individually and corporately, Paul then declared Jesus to be the fulfillment of an Old
Testament type and shadow, saying Christ is the “Passover lamb.” As with the church as a
whole, each of us should fight to repent of known sin and kill our sinful flesh so that we live a
life worthy of the sacrifice of Christ, our Passover Lamb.

Paul said that Jesus is the Passover lamb, sacrificed so that people could be spared death and
judgment. Though sacrifices were offered regularly, the sacrifices during Passover were a time
of unique remembrance of how God delivered His people from slavery by having the angel of
death pass over the houses of those marked by a lamb’s blood on the doorposts (Exodus 12).
Because of their obedience and faith, those that were covered by the blood of the sacrifice were
spared from God’s judgment, and those who were not were judged by God.

= In a much greater way, how is Jesus the perfect Passover sacrifice?

Jesus’ death on the cross did not provide merely an escape from physical death, it provided
escape from the eternal judgment of God’s wrath. Those who trust in Jesus are symbolically
covered by His precious, innocent blood and spared from the judgment their sin deserves. And
Jesus is “our” Passover sacrifice, meaning that it was His action that created the church. He died
not only for us individually but for the church, the people He desired to create for Himself.

= How can our Community Group share in the sacrifice of Jesus? In terms of our faith, how
do the choices we individually make affect this community?

Paul was clear: Since Jesus is our sacrifice, we should live pure and holy lives. Since Jesus
offered Himself for sin to pay the price that our sin deserves, we should not placate sin in our
lives or in the church. To continue to engage in our former sinful ways would be to bring the
leaven of sin back into the church.

Instead, God's people should pursue the “unleavened” ways of holiness, purity, and love. These
characteristics were the marks of Jesus’ life, and they must define the church for whom He died.
The Israelites were expected to celebrate the Feast of the Unleavened Bread in conjunction with



the Passover (Exodus 13:1-16). This feast would serve as a precursor to the unleavened
holiness that would define God’s church.

= Why should holiness define God’s church? How can we strive together toward holiness?

3. Jesus came to be the greater sacrifice.

Hebrews 10:1-4: ! For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to come instead of
the true form of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually offered
every year, make perfect those who draw near. 2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be
offered, since the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have any
consciousness of sins? 3 But in these sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year. 4 For it is
impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.

In this passage, the author of Hebrews (whose identity is unclear) mentioned “the law” as a
summary of the Old Testament law given to Moses and referring to all aspects of Israelite
worship, including the sacrificial system. The use of “shadow” here makes it clear that this law
wasn't the focus of God'’s saving work in the world. Like a shadow, it was meant to draw
attention to the fact that something else—something bigger and more permanent—was there as
well.

The author then made it clear that there was a huge problem with the sacrificial system of the
law because it could never make a person holy. By God'’s grace, sacrifices could appease God's
wrath for a time, but they could never deal with the problem of sin in a permanent and lasting
way. The worshipers had to keep coming back each year to offer the same sacrifices.

= How would you feel if you had to offer sacrifices for sin year after year knowing you were
still not fully forgiven?

Not only was it clear that those who offered the sacrifices were not forgiven forever, the very
process of offering the sacrifices meant that they were consistently reminded about the reality
of their sin. Here the writer described this as having a guilty “consciousness of sins.” Every time
worshipers would go to the temple and offer sacrifices they would be confronted with their own
sinfulness and the fact that they couldn’t do anything to satisfy God’s wrath for sin forever.

= Discuss what it would mean to acknowledge that no matter how great the sacrifice,
outside of Christ, God'’s wrath is still not satisfied. How does this lead us to understand
we need a greater Savior?

Hebrews 10:5-10: 5 Conseguently, when Christ came into the world, he said, "Sacrifices and
offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me; 6 in burnt offerings and
sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 7 Then I said, '‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O
God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.”® When he said above, "You have neither
desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings”
(these are offered according to the law), ° then he added, "Behold, I have come to do your will.”
He does away with the first in order to establish the second. 19 And by that will we have been
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

Quoting Psalm 40, the author connected two people: David and Jesus. Long before Jesus, God
raised up David to provide leadership for sinful Israel. Inspired by the Holy Spirit, David penned



the words of Psalm 40, which put sacrifices in their inadequate context. David’s words were also
a precursor to the far greater King who would come to do what David could not—lead His
people into freedom from sin. Jesus would deal with the issue of sin once and for all.

= What hope and relief do you find in knowing Jesus came to deal with the issue of sin
once and for all?

The author of Hebrews took the gist of David’s words from the psalm and put them into a
conversation between God the Father and His Son, Jesus. The Son, knowing that the blood of
animals could not take away sin, acknowledged that the Father prepared a human body for the
Son to come to this earth and do the perfect will of God. This was the triune God'’s perfect plan
to save sinners. There would be one final sacrifice—yet this time, it would not be an animal
sacrifice but the death of the very Son of God.

= How do these verses in Hebrews prove Jesus is the greater sacrifice for your sin?

The author then showed how Jesus is not only the way that sinners are forgiven but also the
way they are empowered for holy living. His death both justifies (makes us right with God) and
sanctifies (makes us holy like God). Jesus offered Himself as a sacrifice for sin to make it
possible for Christians to stand before God the Father forgiven and to walk in a new and holy
way of life.

= Done rightly, how can your acts of sacrifice for God give you a way to worship Him and
show your love for Him? Can you give a specific example?

Even though most of us don't live in cultures that make animal sacrifices, we understand the
concept of sacrifice nonetheless. The ongoing process of offering animal sacrifices served a
valuable purpose for the nation of Israel. All those who approached God in this way were
reminded that they were not holy. They needed something, or someone, to die in order to
appease God’s wrath and make it possible for them to approach Him. The gory scene of blood
and death in the temple would have been a stark reminder of the cost of sin.

= Why is it good for you to be reminded of the gravity of your sin? How do you ensure you
continue to be confronted with your sin and God's holy standard?

= Discuss this quote: We should live in community with others in such a way that their lives
challenge us to pursue holiness and in which these friends can push us to repent.

The author of Hebrews reminds us that Jesus died to sanctify His people. The term sanctify
refers to something that is set apart for holy use. Like items for worship in the temple, God
takes common sinners and makes them holy. He does this, first, by imputing Jesus’
righteousness to God'’s people as a gift. Then, as the Spirit indwells believers, we are conformed
to God'’s image. Certainly this work will not be realized fully until the second coming of Jesus,
but we can make progress in this life.

= What habits do you need to develop to continue to grow in your walk with God?
= How can you show your thankfulness that God is committed to transforming you to look
like Jesus?

TRANSFORM



As the promised Passover lamb to fulfill God’s plan for the salvation of sinners, Jesus proved
Himself to be the sacrifice greater than any ritual or animal in all of the Old Testament. These all
pointed forward to the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross for us. Jesus’ death for the once-and-for-
all forgiveness of sins both justifies and sanctifies. Because Jesus’ sacrifice provides us with
complete forgiveness and acceptance by God, we live with assurance and gratitude, obeying
God’s commands so we reflect our new identity in Christ.

1. HEAD: Jesus is the perfect temple, the perfect Passover lamb, and the perfect sacrifice
because the death He died, He died once and for all. The Old Testament pictures of the temple
and sacrifices were but a shadow of the future hope that is found in and through Jesus. The
temple and animal sacrifices were good, but they were inadequate because they never offered a
full and final way for sin to be accounted for. Through His sacrifice Jesus brings people into a
right relationship with God.

= How do the Old Testament shadows of the temple and the sacrificial system help you
understand what Jesus did?

2. HEART: Temples and sacrifices are not common images for most of us today. But these
ancient images are stirring reminders of the glory of God and the price of sin. Anyone who saw
the temple or offered a sacrifice within would have seen clearly that God’s dwelling among men
was a spectacular gift and that holiness was required to worship God as He deserved. These
images can help us as well. We need to be reminded of these themes, not so we can re-create
them but so we have a better and deeper appreciation for Jesus, who came to fulfill these
images through His life, death, and Resurrection.

= What distractions and offenses against God'’s holiness do you need to repent of to honor
Christ?

3. HANDS: Christians should pursue holy living because of what Jesus has done. Praise be to
God that though we pursue Christlikeness and holiness, our faults and sins are covered by
Jesus’ blood. That grace and good news of salvation despite our sin is something to be shared.

= With whom will you share the good news of Jesus’ perfect sacrifice?
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