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August 3, 2025
Luke 5:1-11| Obedience to Jesus

MOTIVATE
= Starter Question: Have you or someone you know experienced something that has
changed the trajectory of life forever? If so, share it with us.

DISCUSS

On the heels of Jesus’ Capernaum declaration that He must go to other towns to preach the
good news of God'’s kingdom (Luke 4:43), the backdrop of His ministry turned to the seaside.
Jesus traveled southwest from Capernaum to Gennesaret, which is along the Sea of Galilee at a
section of the sea called Lake Gennesaret. People were still pursuing Him, but the winds of the
crowds seem to have changed from an affinity toward sensationalism to an eager desire to learn
more about God and the purpose of Jesus. In Luke 5:1-11, from the banks of the sea, Jesus will
perform another miracle, but this one will be in the context of everyday life. Jesus not only has
power over demons and disease, He can also direct creatures of the sea and the eternal
trajectory of souls.

= (Can you describe a miracle Jesus performed in your everyday, regular life?

1. Disciples of Jesus are called to act in faith.

Luke 5:1-4: On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God,
he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, 2 and he saw two boats by the lake, but the
fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3 Getting into one of the boats,
which was Simon’s, he asked him to put out a little from the land. And he sat down and taught
the people from the boat. 4 And when he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, "Put out into
the deep and let down your nets for a catch.”

Crowds continued to gather around and press upon Jesus, probably having heard of His fame.
Some likely arrived with good motives, others more likely out of curiosity. Though the text says,
“to hear the word of God,” this probably was not their primary intent.

It was so crowded and chaotic that Jesus sought a solution to put some distance between
Himself and the crowd so all the people could hear Him. He saw two boats, got into one, Simon
Peter’s boat, and “asked him to put out a little from the land.” Earlier in Luke, we saw Jesus heal
Simon’s mother-in-law (Luke 4:38-39), so He was familiar with who Simon was. We can assume
Simon did exactly what he was told. Jesus asked, Simon obeyed. This was the first of two
requests of Jesus in this passage. As a first request, it was a simple one. Perhaps Jesus wanted
to see if Simon would act in obedience on a small task first to set the stage for the larger
request Jesus would ask of him.

= What simple request is Jesus asking of you today? Is your intent to obey this request?
= Share your insights into this verse from Luke 16:10: Those who are faithful with little will
be entrusted with much.



Because Simon acted in obedience, Jesus was able to continue teaching the people. Being on
the boat gave Jesus a make-shift stage since being in the boat at a distance carried the sound
of Jesus’ voice to the people. ! Jesus sat down to teach. This was the normal practice of
teachers at the time. Instead of standing to signify the beginning of a talk, as we do today, the
act of sitting was the cue.

After His teaching, with the crowd still watching, Jesus put forth a strange request. Jesus
charged Simon Peter to take his boat back out to sea to start fishing again. The first command
to “put out” is singular, noting Jesus’ command was directed toward Simon. The second
command, “let down,” is plural, implying an involvement of the whole crew. 2 Luke did not
mention Andrew (see Mark 1:16), but the plural leaves room for him. Luke may have omitted
mentioning Andrew in order to center attention on Simon Peter since the focus of this
interaction seems to be directed toward him. Clearly, Jesus was putting out His second request
to Simon to see if he would respond and act.

= When Jesus asks, do you typically obey immediately or do you take some convincing?
Explain your answer.

This directive of Jesus put Simon back into the deep water, not just a short skim of the
shoreline. Jesus’ instructions made no sense. First of all, after a night of fishing, the fishermen
had already beached their boats and the crew had already begun cleaning their nets. They were
done fishing for the day and were closing up shop.

There was a particular type of fishing practiced in ancient times that utilized three layers of nets
of varying mesh width. Known as trammel nets, these multi-layered nets would be used at night
for maximum effectiveness. Nocturnal fishing provided the greatest yield, as the fish were
unable to see the layers of nets. 3 Daytime was the worst time for fishing with these nets. With
this odd request, Jesus set the stage for Simon Peter to learn to follow the commands of God,
even when they are costly and illogical from a human vantage point.

= Discuss this statement: Jesus’ commands, indeed the commands of Scripture as a whole,
may seem unwise or counterintuitive to us, but they are worthy of our obedience
nonetheless.

= When you obey God, what is that saying about your understanding of Him?

2. Disciples of Jesus are stirred to confess in faith.
Luke 5:5: And Simon answered, "Master, we toiled all night and took nothing! But at your word
I will let down the nets.”

Simon was a professional fisherman, and Jesus was not. It would take a lot of faith to listen to
this non-fisherman. Next, it would take time, effort, and labor to put out into deep water and let
their nets down at the worst time to go fishing. From an earthly perspective, Jesus’ command
was a fool’s errand. Yet even thought Simon Peter knew within every fiber of his fisherman
being that this was a waste of time and resources, he obeyed.

= Discuss this statement: Sometimes God’s commands don’t make sense to us, and we
simply need to obey. He may start with little requests, and as our faith grows, He will
give us bigger responsibilities to test and grow our faith.



In response to Jesus’ command to put down their nets in deeper waters in verse 4, Simon Peter
first referred to Jesus as “Master,” denoting submission to Jesus’ authority, even amidst his
doubt about this ridiculous request. Simon, however, then explained the situation with a recap
of their evening of fishing: they had been hard at work chasing fish, to no avail. But even
knowing the oddity of the request and telling Jesus so, Simon declared that he would do what
Jesus wanted. That’s faith. Simon responded in trust that Jesus must have known something
that he didn't.

= Discuss this statement: Faithful obedience places the authority and sovereignty of Jesus
over the proficiency and experience of the expert, even if what meets the eye is beyond
our understanding.

= What are some reasons we have to trust the wisdom of God and obey His commands?

Luke 5:6-8: ¢ And when they had done this, they enclosed a large number of fish, and their
nets were breaking. 7 They signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help
them. And they came and filled both the boats, so that they began to sink. & But when Simon
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, “"Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O
Lord.”

Though the situation made no sense, Simon Peter followed the instructions of Jesus and they
caught a great number of fish, so much so that their fishing tools were overwhelmed. The
provision of Jesus was staggering. Even after they called in reinforcements, both boats began to
sink, denoting how overwhelming was their catch of fish. Any average fisherman would be able
to recognize that this was a miracle.

= Though Jesus’ work may seem illogical to finite minds, why can His infinite, omniscient
wisdom be trusted?

Though Simon Peter was the expert in the fishing department, Jesus is the ultimate provider of
fish, being their Creator and Sustainer. As Simon witnessed this physical miracle of nature, it
opened his spiritual eyes. He understood the worthiness of Jesus and his own unworthiness in
His presence. In response, Simon demonstrated his submission through throwing his entire
being at the knees of Jesus. In just a few short minutes, Simon Peter went from seeing Jesus as
Master—a man of due respect—to declaring Jesus as Lord—a man whom he would do anything
for.

= When has Jesus brought you to your knees in worship?

Simon wasn't literally asking Jesus to go away here; rather, he was realizing how unworthy he
was to be in Jesus’ presence. When presented with holiness and purity, one can only sense
one’s own unholiness and impurities. Simon thus acknowledged, “I'm a sinful man.” In response
to seeing Jesus more clearly, Simon Peter was completely humbled, contrite, and overwhelmed
by his unworthiness to witness such a powerful display of God’s goodness and grace. Simon
rightly responded to the glory of Jesus with repentance and humility. But this first act of worship
was just the starting point for following Jesus. Peter still had a ways to go in his walk with God.

= Jesus went beyond simply teaching about His power and purpose,; He demonstrated it.
Can you give some other examples?
= How do Jesus’ demonstrations of His power illustrate His message of grace?



In the same way today, when someone new encounters the grace and mercy of Jesus,
acknowledgment and repentance of sin should be one of his or her immediate responses. True
faith leads to repentance and obedience and, as we will see, a total submission to Jesus in our
lives as we continue to follow Him and share with others about the good news of salvation and
hope through Him.

= Why does a true encounter with the grace and mercy of Jesus lead to repentance?
= Why does true faith lead to obedience and submission of our lives to Jesus?

3. Disciples of Jesus are invited to follow in faith.

Luke 5:9-11: ? For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that
they had taken, 19 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with
Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not be afraid, from now on you will be catching

men.” 1t And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him.

After documenting Simon’s response of fear and repentance in verse 8, Luke explained why
Simon reacted that way: “For he and all who were with him were astonished.” Just as Jesus’
teaching amazed the people, so does this miracle in nature produce astonishment. All those
present would have understood that the abundant catch was a supernatural one.

= Discuss this statement.: Amazement, however, doesn’t lead everyone to repentance. Only
those with faith will continue to follow Jesus.

Interestingly, while other individuals were present for this miracle, Luke's telling doesn’t name
them until now. Throughout this story, Luke focused on soon-to-be disciple Simon Peter. But
here Luke mentioned two other members of this group of fishermen, two other early disciples,
James and John, sons of Zebedee. Luke referred to them as partners of Simon. The nature of
this partnership was likely that of a co-op of sorts. Through partnering together then splitting
the profits, they could benefit from one another’s crew and equipment. These synergistic efforts
would have boosted both businesses. 4 Thus, they were all friends and co-laborers and were
amazed at Jesus’ power.

Although there was a pause in the storyline for Luke to mention the response of others who
were there, we are reminded that Simon had just said, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man,
O Lord.” Simon, in encountering Jesus’ acts of power, realized his own sin and insufficiencies.
Jesus, however, calmed the storm within Simon Peter’s soul with these powerful words: “Do not
be afraid.” The One who brought forth an impossible yield of fish released Simon Peter from his
guilt. And though Jesus had yet to die for the sins of the world, He gave Simon a glimpse of
what was to come and why there would be nothing to be afraid of.

= Why might Simon Peter and his companions have been afraid?
= This side of Jesus’ death, burial, and Resurrection, how and why do we know there is
nothing to be afraid of?

Jesus knew His mission, what He would have to do to save the world from sin and eternal death
and separation from God. His mission was eventually to sacrifice Himself and not only die but
take on and transfer our sins onto Himself that we might take on His righteousness to live with



Him. As the reader understands this with the full storyline in mind, Jesus’ words “Do not be
afraid” hold even more weight.

Jesus did not simply console and bring peace through His presence and work, He also
commissioned. Thus, Jesus said, “From now on you will be catching men.” This was a new
assignment, a new career, a new lifestyle—a call to partner with the work of Jesus to save
souls. This catcher of fish would become a fisher of people.

Interestingly, the Greek word for catching connotes a capture for the purpose of life. Whereas
men catch fish to kill and consume them, Jesus catches people to rescue them from their sin-
stained doom to give them new spiritual life. In the same way Jesus powerfully and sovereignly
brought forth an abundant ingathering of fish, Jesus will bring in a catch of souls. Those who
follow Him as His disciples will be a part of bringing in this yield.

= What are your insights into your own call to be a fisher of people?
= What must we each accept the personal responsibility to this call?

Luke then recorded the response to this call: “they” brought the boats, left all, and followed
Jesus. Simon Peter was not the only one changed by Jesus. Others also took up the call to
follow Jesus and become fishers of people. In following Jesus, they parted with everything. They
left behind their boats filled with the largest catch they’d ever experienced. Transformed by
Jesus, they let go of their livelihood and renounced it all to be Jesus’ disciples (Luke 14:33).

Scholars don't call God’s work and plan the “upside-down kingdom” for nothing. Obedience to
God often may seem illogical in the world’s eyes. Following in faith may not make financial
sense. Christian discipleship does not always fit within the world’s definition of success. Living a
life of worship to God will lead us to make decisions others will mock.

= What have you sacrificed to follow Jesus?

= What call has Jesus placed on your life? What will be the cost of obedience to His call?

= How does the metaphor of "fishing for people” describe the life of discipleship in
everyday human terms?

Faith in Jesus is the starting point, not the finish line. From the moment of our salvation, we
then have our lifetime to passionately pursue Jesus. Christian discipleship involves centering our
lives around Jesus, becoming more and more like Him and inviting others into the joy of the
pursuit. The call to follow Jesus comes with a commission to follow Him in worship and to join in
His work of sharing the gospel.

= What are some ways everyday believers can participate in the mission of catching people
with the gospel?

= What part of God’s commission and commands will you work on being more obedient
to this week?

TRANSFORM

Because of the work of Jesus, we yield to the ongoing work of the Spirit in changing us to
live according to our new identity so that others might see God’s power at work in and
through us. Though we don't always see it, God is always and faithfully working to lead us to
the abundant life He promised us in Scripture. Yet we can often be so caught up in our daily



duties and “common sense” that we fail to recognize what God is up to. Thankfully, God works
in and through us despite our humanity.

1. HEAD: Jesus is sovereign over all and worthy of our worship. Following Jesus involves a deep
trust in who He is and also in His ways. Often, to go where He leads can seem illogical or
foolish—to both us and the watching world. A faithful disciple of Jesus holds fast to the
trustworthiness, omniscience, and infinite wisdom of His character, even when the path ahead
looks strange or uncertain.

= What steps will you take so you can be confident about how God is leading you and then
be faithful in obedience?

2. HEART: Having experienced the miracle of Jesus, Simon Peter rightly reacted with humble
submission, contrite confession, and utter surrender. God is still in the business of miracles, but
all too often we explain them away with science and logic. We have lost our awe of who God is
and the great and wondrous deeds He accomplishes every day. Therefore, we often miss out on
opportunities to praise God for all He has done for us.

= What are some wonders you've seen God accomplish lately for which you will praise Him?

3. HANDS: If we are Christians, then we, like Simon Peter, have seen the glory of God, repented
of our sin, and received grace upon grace. Therefore, we get to follow God with all we are and
all we have. This is the right response to God’s grace. Obedience is the life of the believer. We
get to follow the calling of Jesus: to go and make disciples, be fishers of people, and carry the
good news to as many who will listen to it that they too may be saved.

= What will you change in your life this week in order to be a better fisher of people with
the gospel of Jesus?
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