
 1 

Community Group Discussion Guide 
September 14, 2025 

2 Kings 4:18-37 |  Resurrection 
 
MOTIVATE 

Þ Starter Question: When have you received a gift that you didn’t ask for but it turned out to be 
an unexpected blessing? 

 
DISCUSS 
The books of 1 and 2 Kings give many accounts of the works and ministry performed by Elijah and 
his successor, Elisha. While Elijah’s ministry dealt predominantly with rulers, governments, and Israel 
on a national scale, much of Elisha’s ministry pertained to individuals. Yet more profound than the 
faith of these two prophets, these books testify to the sovereignty, righteousness, and merciful 
nature of God.  
 

Þ Why is it important to remember the “sovereignty, righteousness, and merciful nature of God” 
when studying historical books and narratives from the Old Testament? 

 
The prophet Elijah’s ministry ended when he was taken up into heaven in a whirlwind. In 2 Kings 4, 
Elisha, his successor, went to Shunem, a village in the territory of Issachar—one of Jacob’s twelve 
sons. In Shunem, Elisha met a wealthy, prominent woman who fed him and provided him a place to 
stay where he could rest securely when he was in the region. In response, Elisha desired to bless her 
in some way.  
 
Elisha learned that the woman had no offspring and her husband was aging. Aside from the general 
desire to bear children, if she were to become a widow with no offspring, the Shunammite woman 
would be vulnerable and likely oppressed. Given that she did not ask Elisha to work a miracle and 
bless her with a son probably means she had given up hope of ever having one. Beyond that, despite 
her wealth and status in the community, barrenness was considered a judgment by God, and the 
stigma of being barren would have been something she had experienced firsthand.  
 

Þ Can you name other women in the biblical record that also encountered a season of 
barrenness?  

 
Therefore, Elisha prophesied that in one year the Shunamite woman would have a son, and it came 
to pass, just as Elisha had promised. Despite what seemed to be an impossible situation, the God of 
miracles gave this woman a child, a son. But in 2 Kings 4:18-37, after battling a brief illness, the boy 
died suddenly. Yet that was not his end. What seemed like a final period on a heartbreaking story 
was just a comma in God’s plan for the Shunammite woman’s family. God is the author of life and 
death. He alone can give life and preserve it. 
 

Þ Can you share an experience that was “just a comma in God’s plan” for you? 
 
1. God’s people put their hope in Him. 
2 Kings 4:18-20: 18 When the child had grown, he went out one day to his father among the 
reapers. 19 And he said to his father, “Oh, my head, my head!” The father said to his servant, “Carry 
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him to his mother.” 20 And when he had lifted him and brought him to his mother, the child sat on 
her lap till noon, and then he died.  
 
Several years later, the child, now a young boy, was sent out into the fields with his father and the 
reapers. A deadly condition overcame the boy, and he complained of his head hurting. The father 
told his servant to carry the boy back to his mother at the house. The mother held her son on her 
lap, only for the boy to die shortly after. 
The Shunammite woman had placed her hope in God, supported His prophet, and experienced His 
blessing. One moment the boy was fine, the next, he had a headache, and within a few hours, he 
died in his mother’s arms. She held the son God had miraculously given her and watched him slip 
away. 
 

Þ The Shunammite woman’s gracious gift from God was taken away. How would you react if you 
lost what was most precious to you? 

Þ Do you struggle to remain faithful to God when you are grieving a significant loss? Explain 
your answer. 

 
2 Kings 4:21-24: 21 And she went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God and shut the door 
behind him and went out. 22 Then she called to her husband and said, “Send me one of the servants 
and one of the donkeys, that I may quickly go to the man of God and come back again.” 23 And he 
said, “Why will you go to him today? It is neither new moon nor Sabbath.” She said, “All is 
well.” 24 Then she saddled the donkey, and she said to her servant, “Urge the animal on; do not 
slacken the pace for me unless I tell you.”  
 
The Shunammite woman did something unexpected. Through her contact with Elisha she had 
learned to place her hope in the Lord. Instead of weeping over her son’s body, changing into 
mourner’s clothing, or preparing his body for burial, she laid him on Elisha’s bed and hurried to find 
the prophet. If anyone could turn her tragedy around, it would be Elisha. But ultimately her hope was 
in the One who had called and empowered Elisha to be His prophet—her hope was in the Lord. 
Surely He would intervene in her desperate situation. 
 

Þ How does Hebrews 11:1 define hope?  
Þ What does it mean to put your hope in God? 
Þ As believers, what are some things we hope for today?  

 
This “man of God,” God’s servant, had direct access to Almighty God, who has the power over life 
and death. Demonstrating tremendous faith, the woman knew where to turn for help, believing that 
God could do the impossible and bring life back into her boy’s body. Nothing is said in the text about 
the woman informing anyone that the boy had died. She simply called to her husband to get one of 
the servants and a donkey so she could make a quick trip to see Elisha. When her husband asked 
why she needed to see him on a non-feast day, she replied, “All is well.”  
 
She may have wanted to prevent her husband from grieving prematurely because she believed that 
Elisha could do something to heal her son. The woman had the servant drive the donkey quickly 
without slowing down as they went to find Elisha, “the man of God,” on Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18), 
some twenty miles away.  
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Þ A popular old hymn repeats the line, “It is well with my soul.” This hymn was penned after 

immense tragedy for the songwriter. Why is this such a statement of faith? When have you 
applied it to a tragedy in your life? 

 
2 Kings 4:25-28: 25 So she set out and came to the man of God at Mount Carmel. When the 
man of God saw her coming, he said to Gehazi his servant, “Look, there is the Shunammite. 
26 Run at once to meet her and say to her, ‘Is all well with you? Is all well with your husband? Is 
all well with the child?’” And she answered, “All is well.” 27 And when she came to the mountain 
to the man of God, she caught hold of his feet. And Gehazi came to push her away. But the 
man of God said, “Leave her alone, for she is in bitter distress, and the Lord has hidden it from 
me and has not told me.” 28 Then she said, “Did I ask my lord for a son? Did I not say, ‘Do not 
deceive me?’”  
 
Elisha recognized the Shunammite woman from a distance. He had great affection and concern for 
the woman and her family. Seeing her approach, he sent his attendant, Gehazi, to greet the woman 
and find out the reason for her urgency. Once again, she simply stated, “All is well.” She sidestepped 
Gehazi and brought her petition to the man of God himself. When she reached Elisha, she clung to 
his feet in anguish. Gehazi tried to push her away, but Elisha realized something was wrong that the 
Lord had not yet revealed to him. 
 
Twice the Shunammite woman described her situation and state of mind with the words “All is 
well.” But when she finally reached Elisha, she allowed her full emotions to be expressed. Elisha 
was “the man of God” who spoke and acted for the Lord in the Northern Kingdom of Israel. 
Elisha had a special role in Israel passed down to him from Elijah by the word of the Lord (1 
Kings 19:16). The woman’s seeking Elisha was her seeking the Lord. 
 

Þ Why must God’s servants recognize the fact that even though people may not know it, when 
people come for help, they are actually coming to the source of all help, the Lord Himself? 

 
Filled with sorrow and bitterness, the woman leveled an accusation at Elisha with a couple of 
rhetorical questions: “Did I ask my lord for a son? Did I not I say, ‘Do not deceive me?’” The woman 
had not asked for a son; in fact, it was Elisha who promised her one as a reward for her kind 
hospitality toward him. Was God’s gracious gift to her now to be snatched away from her, leaving her 
in an even worse state than she was before? The pain would be far less if she had never even had a 
son.  
 

Þ Discuss this paragraph: It’s important for us to remember that God can handle our bitterness 
and pain. Sometimes after a tragedy, we will give up on God, put the Bible on the shelf, stay 
away from God’s people, and refuse to pray. But not the prophets, not the psalmists, and 
certainly not the Shunammite woman. God invites His people into His presence to pour out our 
whole hearts—the good, the bad, and the ugly. God can handle it. This is one of the privileges 
of being His child.  

 
2. Our hope rests in the resurrection power of God. 
2 Kings 4:29-31: 29 He said to Gehazi, “Tie up your garment and take my staff in your hand and 
go. If you meet anyone, do not greet him, and if anyone greets you, do not reply. And lay my staff 
on the face of the child.”30 Then the mother of the child said, “As the Lord lives and as you yourself 
live, I will not leave you.” So he arose and followed her. 31 Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff 
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on the face of the child, but there was no sound or sign of life. Therefore he returned to meet him 
and told him, “The child has not awakened. 
 
Elisha understood the woman’s words to mean that the boy was either ill or dead. The woman 
received no word of rebuke from Elisha for her expression of pain. Instead, Elisha sent Gehazi quickly 
to the boy with Elisha’s staff. Nothing was to delay him in the journey because the task was too 
urgent. Much like Moses’s staff (a different Hebrew word), Gehazi was to bring the Elisha’s staff to 
the boy and lay it on his face.  
 
At the very least, Gehazi’s presence and Elisha’s staff demonstrated to anyone present and in the 
know that the story was not over and they should not yet bury the boy. Gehazi ran ahead, but the 
woman said to Elisha, “As the Lord lives and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” Elisha had 
heard these words before; in fact, Elisha had uttered them to his mentor, Elijah, pleading to follow 
him (2 Kings 2:2-6).  
 
The woman did not trust the staff to bring her dead son back to life, she needed the prophet in 
person. So Elisha acquiesced and traveled with the woman to her home in Shunem. Gehazi was 
obedient to Elisha’s commands, but upon laying the staff on the boy’s face, to his disappointment 
“there was no sound or sign of life.” Gehazi then returned to Elisha, who was on the way to Shunem, 
and reported the bad news. 
 

Þ What role does persistence play in our prayers and hope?  

2 Kings 4:32-37: 32 When Elisha came into the house, he saw the child lying dead on his bed.33 So 
he went in and shut the door behind the two of them and prayed to the Lord. 34 Then he went up 
and lay on the child, putting his mouth on his mouth, his eyes on his eyes, and his hands on his 
hands. And as he stretched himself upon him, the flesh of the child became warm. 35 Then he got up 
again and walked once back and forth in the house, and went up and stretched himself upon him. 
The child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes. 36 Then he summoned Gehazi and 
said, “Call this Shunammite.” So he called her. And when she came to him, he said, “Pick up your 
son.” 37 She came and fell at his feet, bowing to the ground. Then she picked up her son and went 
out. 

When he arrived, Elisha entered the room, shut the door, and prayed to the Lord. When Elijah raised 
the widow of Zarephath’s son, his prayer was recorded (1 Kings 17:17-24), but Elisha’s prayer in this 
moment was not. Elisha then performed a symbolic act much like what Elijah had done: Elisha 
stretched himself out over the boy’s lifeless body, mouth, eyes, and hands.  
 

Þ How are these two prophets’ actions different than what Jesus did when He resurrected a 
person? Why the difference? 

 
In Elisha’s case, the boy’s body became warm once more, but the boy was still unconscious. Elisha 
did not give up hope. After some time of praying and walking around in the house, Elisha returned 
and laid his body on the boy’s once more. Then the boy sneezed seven times and woke up. Elisha 
instructed Gehazi to call for the mother. When she saw that her son was alive once more, the mother 
who fell at Elisha’s feet in anguish and faith, fell at his feet once again, this time in grateful reverence 
to the Lord and His prophet. 
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Þ Knowing that God has the authority to defeat death, how should we approach death? 
Þ Knowing that God has the power to bring new life, what should be our response? 

 
The Shunammite woman had no hope other than the resurrecting power of God. The 
resurrection of her son reminds us of the resurrection of another son: Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. The whole Christian faith rests upon the bodily resurrection of Jesus. It is only in the 
resurrection of Jesus that we have hope for our salvation from sin and to eternal life.  
 
Because God has the power to bring the dead to life, He was able to give His Son, Jesus, as a 
sacrifice, knowing He would be resurrected to defeat sin and death for the salvation of all who 
believe in Him. 
Without the resurrection, we are dead in our trespasses and sins (1 Corinthians 15:17; Ephesians 
2:1). Because of Christ and His resurrection, our hope rests in the resurrection power of God who 
“loved the world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will 
not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  
 

Þ How does faith in Jesus’s resurrection and hope for the future resurrection impact your life?  
 
TRANSFORM 
With God in the picture, death is not the end of the story. Other than Jesus, only four people raised a 
dead person back to life: Elijah (1 Kings 17:17-24), Elisha (2 Kings  4:18-37), Peter (Acts  9:36-42), 
and Paul  (Acts 20:7-12). But technically speaking, the “resurrection” stories of the Bible (with the 
exception of Jesus’) were “resuscitations.” The person raised gained new life only to die once more.  
 
Still, these resurrection stories, such as this one featuring Elisha, point to a greater reality in the 
future. One day all believers in Christ, even though they may die physically, will live once more, never 
to die again. Because Jesus lives and reigns, we can rest in the hope of knowing that physical death 
is not the end for those who trust in the risen King (1 Corinthians 15:55; John 11:25-26). Our Lord 
has the power over death. 
 
1. HEAD: As Christians, our hope rests upon the resurrection of Jesus Christ as revealed in Scripture. 
Romans 15 teaches that the Scriptures were given to us for instruction “so that we may have hope 
through endurance and through the encouragement from the Scriptures” (verse 4). Reading God’s 
Word daily is an opportunity for God to strengthen our hope of salvation. 
 

Þ What role does the hope of resurrection have in your understanding of salvation? 
  
2. HEART: Romans 15:13 describes another way God strengthens our hope: “Now may the God of 
hope fill you with all joy and peace as you believe so that you may overflow with hope by the power 
of the Holy Spirit.” When we are born-again through faith in Jesus Christ, God transforms us to be 
hope-filled people through the Holy Spirit living inside of us. 
 

Þ In what areas of your life do you need to repent of resisting the joy, peace, and hope God 
provides? 

 
3. HANDS: Paul prayed, “May the God who gives endurance and encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with one another” (Romans 15:5). Our hope that corresponds with the hope found in the 
Scriptures helps us to live in harmony and stay on mission as the church, sharing the hope of Christ 
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with those who do not know Him. The hope of the resurrection empowers us to action—ministering 
to one another and sharing the gospel with the lost. 
 

Þ How will the hope of the resurrection motivate you to action this week? 
 
_______________________________ 
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