0 2025 DEACON CANDIDATES

There are two offices of the church mentioned in the Bible: elder and deacon.

The word “deacon” comes from the Greek word diakonos, which literally

means servant or helper. The deacons, therefore, are the servant-ministers of

the church. They are biblically qualified, servant officers who are called by God

and led by elders. In their role they relieve the elders of some of the multitude
of practical duties by caring for the congregation’s physical welfare.

Annually, the HHBC congregation is asked for deacon candidate recommen-

dations. Becoming a candidate marks the beginning of a year-long process of

mentoring, Bible study, interviews, and completion of key doctrinal questions.

The candidates who successfully complete the mentoring process are present-

ed before the church for a congregational vote, then ordained and installed as
deacons at HHBC.

Presented here are this year’s candidates who have been affirmed by the
Elders. Members will have the opportunity to vote November 13-16.

- PAUL BAUMANN

Paul and Tammy moved to Edmond in 2020 after living
in Wichita for 25 years. They’'ve been married for 30
years and have one adult daughter, Kacee. Paul serves
on the Production Team, volunteers with Ministries of
Jesus, and, together with Tammy, leads our ESL Ministry.
Missions are a big part of the Baumann’s story. Paul has
been on HHBC mission trips to Japan and Nicaragua,
and he’ll be returning to Nicaragua this January.

FRED GARBRECHT

Fred was born and raised in Pollock, Louisiana. He met
Michelle in high school, and they have been married for
34 years. Over the years, they’ve lived in North Carolina,
Texas, and Tulsa, before settling in Edmond, where
they’ve lived for the past 18 years. The Garbrechts have
three children: Jacob (24), Taylor (22), and Alyssa (19).
Their family began attending HHBC in 2007. Since
then, they have taught Kindergarten in Hillside Kids for
four years, and led a high school Community Group for
another four years. Fred currently serves on the Production Team and co-leads
an adult Community Group.




REID WISE

Reid was born and raised in San Diego, California. He
and his wife, Katie, have been married for 19 years
and are busy with four children: Owen (15), Boone (13),
Penny (11), and Susie (5). They have been members at
HHBC since 2009, have served together in numerous
capacities in Hillside Kids over the years and are faithful
members of the Taylor/Adel Home Community Group.

JACOB STOCKTON

Jacob was born in Fairfield, Ohio, and grew up in
Edmond. He has been married to his wife, Christine,
for 13 years and have three sons: Cal (8), Cade (6), and
Cohen (4). They have been members at HHBC since
2012, are members of the Brown/Stulce Community
Group, and have served together as both student and
adult Community Group leaders. Recently, Jacob has
been serving in Hillside Kids as a Little Kids Coach.

CHRISTOPHER LA RUE

Christopher and his wife Melanie are both from
Oklahoma. They have been married for 18 years, and
have eight children: Braden (16), Nathan (14), Landon
(13), Gracen (11), Austin (10), Teagan (8), Judson (6), and
Hayden (2). Their family has been attending HHBC since
the fall of 2018. The La Rues are involved in various
aspects of the Student Ministry, including serving at
events, leading a middle school Community Group,
and helping with the high school boy’s Bible study.
Christopher and Melanie each lead a Micro Group, and are active members of
the Tracy/Kent Community Group.

The qualifications of a deacon are outlined in

1 Timothy 3:8-13
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