0 Community Group Discussion Guide

November 9, 2025
Ezekiel 37:1-14 | God’s Revival Promised

MOTIVATE
= Starter Question: Present your group with either a wooden pencil or a wooden spoon. Discuss
how the item, at one time in the past, was alive: it was part of a tree. Would you call this alive
today? Is there anything we could do to make this alive again?

DISCUSS

In the Old Testament book of Ezekiel, particularly the latter chapters, the nation of Israel had been
utterly decimated. The Northern Kingdom was long gone, the Southern Kingdom had been captured,
destroyed, and demolished. Its people were hopeless. They felt dead, no more alive than a pencil or
a wooden spoon.

Ezekiel was brought up to be a priest in Jerusalem, but he was carried away to Babylon during the
first wave of the exile. Yet even there, God’s hand was on Ezekiel, and he was called by God as a
prophet. Ezekiel prophesied to the people who remained in Judah that their hardheartedness and sin
would result in God’s abandonment and destruction of the temple and the total decimation of
Jerusalem.

When God’s judgment came to pass, the people understandably lost all hope. Everywhere was death.
While they had earned their punishment and were facing harsh consequences for their rebellion, God
still had a plan for His people, and Ezekiel prophesied their revival and spiritual re-birth. The words in
Ezekiel 37:1-14 promised the people that when hope seemed lost, God was still with them, He was
still working, and His plan was still in motion.

= Do we still need the truth of this promise in our lives today? Can you give a personal example?

1. When hope seems lost, we rely on God’s power to revive us.

Ezekiel 37:1-3: * The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of

the LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth
among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very dry. 3 He
asked me, "Son of man, can these bones live? "I said, "Sovereign LORD, you alone know.”

Several years into their seventy years in exile, God’s people were discouraged. God gave Ezekiel a
vision that He knew would resonate with people who were so disheartened. The vision, signifying a
restoration of hope, began with the Holy Spirit taking Ezekiel to see a valley of dry bones scattered all
about. Death and destruction were everywhere.

As a priest, Ezekiel would have been forbidden to touch dead bones and become unclean (Leviticus
21:1-2). Ezekiel likely recognized this shocking scene as an image of judgment. The bones
represented the nation of Israel, God’s chosen people. They had been utterly conquered and left in
ruins, exiled and scattered abroad without any hope for their future. The covenant curses had been
executed and the corpses of the slain left unburied.

= Why do you think God led Ezekiel “all around” the bones before asking if the bones could live?



For a dead person to remain unburied indicates that something unnatural has happened.
Typically loved ones will bury a relative, or soldiers might take up that responsibility in battle
conditions. But a valley of bones would imply no one was left to bury the dead, at least no one
who cared. Furthermore, God had warned Israel in Deuteronomy 28:26 that rebellion would
result in curses and death, signified by corpses left out to be food for birds and wild animals.

= How does this vision of dry bones express the complete desolation of God’s people?
= Why is important for us to remember that they were made well aware of this coming
Judgment? How does this relate to us today?

Ezekiel was led all around the valley to see that the bones had been dry for a very long time. God
then asked, “"Son of man, can these bones live?” God referred to Ezekiel as a “son of man” because
he was a representative of the people of Israel. By referring to him as a son of man, God highlighted
that Ezekiel experienced all the human frailty, the trials of human sin, and the consequences of
judgment, and as a result, he was uniquely positioned to speak God’s words to the people. God made
explicit the point of this whole vision. The bones represented the house of Israel, the descendants of
Abraham who had been displaced because of their breaking covenant. When Israel looked at the
destruction of their land and their temple, they felt like dead bones.

In ancient Hebrew culture, individuals referred to their bones when describing the deepest aspects of
their lives, the core of their being, their very selves. The sensation of pain in the bones was used to
express the depth of anguish (Job 30:17; Psalm 6:2) and was linked with unforgiven sin and divine
judgment (Psalm 32:3; 38:3; 51:8; Lamentations 1:13; 3:4). For the exiles, they felt like their hope
was dead because they were cut off from the land and the temple.

= Have you ever felt anguish "in your bones?” What was the cause and what did you learn
through your anguish?
= Have you ever felt cut off from God? What finally gave you hope?

The question God asked was a question of faith. God asked Ezekiel if he believed there was any hope
for these dead people. From a human perspective, there would be no way to make dead bones come
to life again. In this dead-end situation, in a valley of dry bones, Ezekiel spoke a word of faith. He
didn't say he was confident that the bones could live, but he affirmed that only God would know and
only God would have the power to make it happen.

= What areas in your life feel spiritually dry or lifeless? Do you have faith that God can bring
renewal and restoration?

Ezekiel 37:4-6:  Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones and say to them, 'Dry bones, hear
the word of the LORD! > This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath enter
you, and you will come to life. ¢ I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover
you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am

the LORD.”

God then did the unthinkable. He instructed Ezekiel to prophesy to the bones, commanding them to
hear the word of the Lord. There are two points worth noting:
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a. God spoke: He’s been doing this since the dawn of creation. Everything in the universe came to be
because God spoke it into existence (Genesis 1). The valley of dry bones was bleak, but the world
before God created light was surely more desolate.

b. God chose to speak through a person: He didn't make some sort of public, heavenly
announcement over the valley. He told Ezekiel to speak to the dry bones. God works in the world
through people who speak. The very activity of the prophets indicates this reality.

= How does this reality parallel the work of Christians today who speak on God's behalf through
evangelism and missions?

= (Can you give an example of a time when God spoke through you?
Ezekiel 37:7-10: 7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a
noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and
flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them .° Then he said to
me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, son of man, and say to it, 'This is what the Sovereign
LORD says: Come, breath, from the four wind sand breathe into these slain, that they may
live.”” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered them, they came to life and
stood up on their feet—a vast army.

As Ezekiel spoke, an unbelievable transformation unfolded. Bones came together; tendons
reattached; muscle, fat, and skin covered them; and bodies became whole—whole but lifeless. The
re-formed bodies in the valley were lacking something integral; therefore, they were still dead and
lifeless. They needed “breath in them.”

= What is the significance of breath in these verses? What does "breath” represent throughout
Scripture?

Then God commanded Ezekiel to prophesy to the breath. This recalls the account of God’s creation of
the first man. In Genesis 2:7, God formed the man from the dust of the ground, but it wasn't until He
“breathed the breath of life” into the man’s nostrils that the man became a living being.

Through the words of Ezekiel, God commanded breath from the four winds to give life to these
bones. The four winds likely represent the four corners of the earth—north, south, east, and west.
Since God controls all of the wind, certainly this was something only He could do (Psalms 107:29;
Matthew 8:27; Mark 4:39). Only God could command the wind to breathe life into these bones. As
the prophet obeyed, the breath entered the bodies, bringing them to life. The bones once completely
dry rose up as a vast, living army, emphasizing that God was not intent on giving life merely to one
person but to many people.

= Discuss this statement: God is reasserting that He is the One who raises up the dead and
the downtrodden, and He is the One who gives life and vitality.
= When did God "breathe life” into your soul?

The vision of the once-dead bones, now-living bodies told the story of Israel. The dead and dry
bones represented the Israelites’ despair and sense of hopelessness as they lived in exile, feeling
abandoned and forgotten by God. Perhaps many of them believed the story of God’s mercy and
covenant with Israel was over. The living and vast army, however, pointed to the impending revival
and God'’s promise to restore His people from the inside out, cleansing them from their sin and giving



them a new heart and spirit.

= After all that the nation of Israel had done to reject God, why would He choose this course of
action? What does this reveal about God?
= How does this passage challenge your faith in God'’s power to work in hopeless situations?

2. God will revive us with His Spirit so that we will know Him.

Ezekiel 37:11-14: 2 Then he said to me: "Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They
say, 'Our bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.”1? Therefore prophesy and say to
them: 'This is what the Sovereign LORD says. My people, I am going to open your graves and bring
you up from them, I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 3 Then you, my people, will know that
I am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from them. *# I will put my Spirit in you
and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. Then you will know that I the LORD have
spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.”

God stated that the bones represented Israel and their struggle with hopelessness during the
Babylonian exile. The people of God scattered across the Babylonian Empire were to see themselves
in the scattered and disconnected valley of bones. They had been so confident that Jerusalem could
not fall because God had chosen it as the place where His name would dwell (1 Kings 9:3).

= Now that Jerusalem was destroyed, did that mean the covenant God had made with His
people could not be restored?

The house of Israel was destitute and cut off, having been exiled from the promised land and
suffering under the just judgment of their God. In the midst of His people’s sorrow, which they
had rightly earned by their rebellion, God promised to do what felt impossible. He promised to
take scattered Israel and re-form them together in their land. This would not be just a physical
restoration to the land but also a spiritual restoration in which the people would return to
covenant relationship with God as a unified nation in beautiful fellowship with Him.

= Discuss this statement: Ezekiel’s vision, coupled with the whole story of the Bible, reminds us
that we can have hope, no matter how desperate our situation, because God loves to rescue
the hopeless.

God will be faithful to His people and keep His promises. For the nation of Israel, the Lord would
return the people to the land and His Spirit would be with them and in them, helping them to live in
obedience. God would write His new covenant on their heart, and He would breathe new life into
them. In this way He would restore, uphold, sustain, and show His sovereignty over His people,
proving to them without a shadow of a doubt that He is the Lord.

= Though the descendants of Abraham had soundly rejected Him and found themselves living
out the punishment for their sinful idolatry and unbelief, how does Scripture teach that God'’s
plan for eternity still included His chosen people?

= Discuss this statement: The hope of this passage remains true for us today: No matter how
dry you feel inside, God'’s Spirit is there to bring you back to life.

TRANSFORM
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The dry bones in Ezekiel’s vision and the overall exile of Israel were a picture of human sin. We are
born dead in sin, unable to do anything to fix our predicament. But death is no match for God. In
Ezekiel 37:12, God said that He was going to overcome the death of the people. He was going to
open the graves, raise the people up, and lead them into the land. Not only would God raise them up
and lead them into the land, but He would also put His Spirit in the people. Jesus is the means by
which God ultimately forgives sin and gives His Spirit to His people. He is the Savior. His work
provides the power to overcome spiritual death. God, through Jesus, makes dead people live, just as
God made dry bones live in Ezekiel’s vision.

1. HEAD: When God first revealed this vision to Ezekiel, He asked His prophet a question that seemed
impossible to answer: “Son of man, can these bones live?” Ezekiel deferred to God as the One who
knows all things and has the power to do the impossible. When God told him to prophesy to dead,
lifeless bones, Ezekiel obeyed, and the bones lived.

= How does our understanding and faith in God impact our obedience to Him and our
proclamation of His gospel?

2. HEART: God renewed and revived the dry bones in the valley, and He promises this same effect
for all His people. This renewal came to ultimate fruition in Jesus as He brings new life to all who
follow Him through the new covenant sealed with His blood.

= In what areas of your life are you lacking hope and feeling cut off from God? How does this
passage encourage you?

3. HANDS: The purpose of the restoration of Israel was not only for individual benefit but for the
whole nation. The restoration of Israel would also be how God would extend His blessing to the
whole world, as He promised Abraham (Genesis 12:3). The great thing about the community of faith
being restored to God is that believers can usher others into the family of God.

= How will you pray and prepare for sharing the gospel of Jesus with those who are spiritually
dead in their sins?
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